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A drealll COllle true 

WH AT DO YOU DO WH EN YOU'VE FO UND T H E H O RS E or YO U R DR EAMS rnT H E'S N O T FOR SALF.? 

WE LL, I F YOU ' RE AN DREA BANK , YOU I ST DON 'T TA KE NO lOR ANS \VE I"l., AS HE LE N FIRTH R E PORTS 

W
hile training at Leonie I3r~l mma l 's th e horse she wanted: the beautiful bl 'lck 
German sLablcs las t winter, Dair )' f-bnOlferi an stalljo n, Doringco url. T here 
Flat dressage ridn AndreJ Bank lI'as just nne snag: he was l.eo nie's 1 ~l.V()ur­

was given the green li ght h}1 her parent s itt' hOI'se and he definitely wasn't on th e 
to look I()r a horse or two to hring home. m.lrkel. 
And 21 -year-ol d Andrea quickl }1 fo und just Dorin gcourt is J li ve-year-o ld 16.2hh 

PI'emium li censed stallion, by Dressage 
1 ~.() 1'1 1 ou t of ~1 Clucks l)il l,- Diadem mare. 
He won )/oung horse classes with Leoni e in 
Germany. sco rin g more than KO% in his tirst 
Level 1 tests. Doringco urt-'s sire, Dressage 
Roya l, is descended from the ' royal combi­
n<ltion' of Donnerhall and Ru binstein , ~lIl d 

made th e Ccrman EN rankin g:; fo r th e top 
15 dressage si res for hreedin g value and 
rei ia h iii ty. 

" It was Dorin gcourl 's owner's dre.lm 
for Leoni e to ride him in the Wo rld 
Championships fo r yo ung horses," ex plains 
Andrea . "And wh en I asked Volker (Leo nie's 
partn er) if I could buy hi m, he said the 
an swer lVas alm ost definitel y no. 

"1 rode Dv ringc:o Url th e wIK) \e time I lVas 
at Leo nie 's, and I dec ided if I couldn 't have 
hilll , I d idn't want ~lIl y other horse. So I kept 
sJying that he was go ing to be mine and I 
was going tu take him home!" 

Finally, two weeks befole Andrea was due 
to leave, she di scove rcd the answer had sud ­
denly swit ched to 'yes'. "Leonie had a mee t­
ing with h is ow ner and told him it wo uld 
be such a nice li festyle [()r Do ri ngco urt in 
New Zea land. Because over there. the)' arc 
stabled the whole time - it 's not a life fo r a 
horse , reall)r. And he could h.lV(, the bes t of 
both world s over here. I lVas the happiest 
~)e rson in th e world." 

Andrea says th e stalli on, who she alfec­
tion ately calls ' Roy', is the best horse she's 
ever ridden. " f-k is so louse thro ugh hi s 
body and fin ds ever)/thin g easy. I don 't usu­
ally like boastin g about my horses, but Roy 
is really special." 

Leonie, who is the trainer of Olympic 
gold and bronze Illedallist Heike Kemmer, 
started teaching j\ndrea when she first came 
to New Zeai<1I1d to hold d inies fi ve years 
ago. Since tb en, tb e Ban k famil y Jnd Leo nie 
have stru ck up a firm frie nd ship, with 
Andrea going over to C;crmany reg ularly 
tu train with Leonie at her ya rd , Cestut 
Muhlenort , fo r several months at J time. 

" Leonie lVa s J () h~lI1n Hinneman's head 
rider fu r 2 1 years. He calis her a genius 
- and she isl " enthuses Andrea. "She is an 
Jm'lzing rider and I was so luck)1 to go to 
her yard , beca use she's incredi bly ge ncrOli S 
- )/OU get to ride hcr top b.urses that she's 
co mpeting and I have \earned so Illuch." 

Andrea abo became very t~lllliliar with 
handling and riding stalli ons while at 
Leonie's, sa )' ing she loves wo rking with 
them. "Stallions arc spec ial to ride, I think. 
If ),O ll can use th e energ), they give yo u and 
put it to good usc, th e)' can be rea ll y won­
derful. You can definitel\r tell when vou'r ' 
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on a sta llion - they've got that little bit of 
extr'1 spark an d presen ce. 

"We rode some nau ght), stallions over 
there and we did have to sta y on top or 
tJlem. But I think people lllake too Illuch of 
a fuss about stallions here - if they' re han ­
dled ri ght , they a lT not a problem." 

Roy is one sta lli on she describes as a 'dod ­
die'. " \,\rhen you ride him, he's just I OO' Yt) on 
yo u and I fed very sJ fe on him." However, 
his clle<:ky side has definitely emerged sin ce 
leaving 'e rmany. "My room backs on to 
his stable, and at 6.30'11ll he's go t hi s feed 
bucket in hi s mouth, sw inging it and bJng­
in g it against my wa ll l" 

Unfo rtun ately for the Banks, Roy was 
caught up in the equ ine influenza outb reak 
during his journey back to New Zea l.l nd , 
and ended up stuck in Syd ney for nirre 
months, where he was well looked after by 
Auss ie-based Kiwi Grand Pri x. rider ' '''a)'ne 
' '''i lk1mson. f rust ratingly for Andrea , when 
she finally go t the stallion hOllle, he su f­
fered a broken tooth, requiring surgery, so 
sill' has o nl y now brought him back into 
prope r work, 

ndrea has recently set up her own busi­
ness, North Park Equestrian Jnd Dor ingcourt 
Stud Ltd, teaching, tra ining, breeding and 
ultimatel), selling serv ices to Ro)'. Andrea 
says besides heing her future dressage SUpl'l'­
sta r the sta llion is also a fabulous jumper, 
and she thinks he will be well suited to Ints ()f 
di ffe rent mares, fo r both dressage and show 
jumpin g. However, he will ha ve a st ri ct i)' 
limited honk each season. 

"[ don't wa nt to thrash him, because he's 
my riding horse and he's onl y nve )'ears 
old . They don't perform wcll if they have 
to se rve all the time, so we won't breed him 
flat out; for his sake, we ha ve to create a bal ­
ance," she exp lain s. 

" I love te~lCh in g and that is wha t I want 
to concentrate on. I tl\lCh all sorts of riders 
- pony dubbers, o lder l ~ld ies and competi ­
tive dressage riders. I just like helping peo­
ple, seeing them progress and work through 
f)wblem s," 

Although she's )'oung to be teach in g and 
a sta llion ownt:r, Andrea has a lot of experi ­
ence Linder hn belt al rcad)1 and knew fwm 
.1 young age she wa nted to make horses her 
career. At just 14, she was riding Gra nd Prix 
on Bill Noble's sta llion Ica rus Allsorts, ~lncl 
also had a Prix St Geo rges horse, M)'stic 
tvLlgic. Si nce then, she's becn concentrating 
on producing )'o un g horses and current ly 
has a grea t team, induding her own SlX ­

),ear-o ld )'o un g dressage horse ch,lmpio n, 
Northern Fort uous, and Chris and Annic 

Andrea and Doringcourt: really special 
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vVills ' exciting sta llion Limon it, both or 
whum she wil l be L'Olllpet ing at Leve l 5 
in the coming season . Roy .11ld Susannah 
t-Ibrtin's yO llng Aussie irnpurl' DC Domino 
complete thc line -up. 

"I h,l\rcn' t ridden (th e highl'l' leve ls) for 
" ihat seems like forever l But I lovc riding 
yO lln g horscs. [t's really rewMding, because 
now For tu ous is doing chan ges and it 's such 
a nice fecl ing thaI' I've trained him Illyself. 

"When )'Oll go to GcrIllJn)" all YO ll do is 
basics, li ke .1 mil li on transitions. And then 
yo u come back here and everyone wants to 
gel th ei r horses to Crand Prix really quickly, 
but it just doesn't work li ke that. I've rea ll y 
tri ed to co ncen trate on the basics wi.th 
FOI'tu(luS ,1nd now wilen it comes to teach ­
ing j)'im all l'he tricks, h fi nds it so easy. You 

actuall y end up getti ng there more quickly, 
because you don't have to backtrJck." H&P 


